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The Federal Government, all govern-
ments, need to operate more effi-
ciently.

But I have noticed over the years,
particularly the last several years,
when the criticisms have come, par-
ticularly about government, I do not
hear the Republicans pointing their
finger at big business and some of the
actions they have taken, particularly
on mergers and acquisitions and laying
off hundreds of thousands of people. I
do not hear them saying too much
about that. But when it comes to gov-
ernment, about the inefficiencies of
government, I sure hear a lot of criti-
cism about government, but not about
big business.

Maybe the time has come to get our
priorities in order. Maybe the time has
come when we ought not to have so
much bickering and we should have
less partisanship and less acrimony in
our dealings with one another. Maybe
we ought to have a little more respect
for one another on the floor.

I know we have got a lot of new
Members. We have got 73 new Repub-
licans since January of 1995, and I
know a lot of them think we have not
accomplished anything, that every-
thing we have done in the past is
wrong. Well, maybe they ought to read
our history books, all the way back to
June and July of 1776 when at the Con-
tinental Congress in Philadelphia our
Founding Fathers had to work out
their differences in order to sign a doc-
ument we know of as the Declaration
of Independence.

Yes, we have got a lot of friction be-
tween the parties and yes, we have a
lot of friction within the parties, and
we are sure seeking a lot of that now,
particularly between the House and the
Senate. The Senate Republicans want
to put the Federal workers back to
work, but not the House Republicans.
They want to continue this impasse.
They want to continue this gridlock.

We Democrats do want to protect
Medicare. Yes, we Democrats want to
protect Medicaid and education and the
environment. We do not want a tax on
our working people. We want to do
more for our students, knowing that
they need an education in order for us
to have a strong middle class for the
future. That is why we have been so
successful in America, is because we
have had a strong middle class, and I
assure you the Democrats are going to
continue to fight for the middle class
because they are the backbone of
America.

I am part of a bipartisan group that
is meeting now, and we have been
meeting almost every day to somehow
break this gridlock and this impasse
that we presently have. We are talking
about policy and substance. We are
willing to sacrifice our political and
partisan talk for real results.

I urge all my colleagues to work to-
gether in the next few days to deliver
this important gift to the American
people. Let us put the Federal workers
back to work, let us balance the budget

within 7 years using CBO numbers. We
can accomplish all those goals and ob-
jectives. But we surely should not have
used Federal workers as whipping boys.
It serves no useful purpose.

We have a job to accomplish. I know
what I am going to do. I am not going
to accept a January paycheck until
other Federal workers are back to
work, and I encourage others to prac-
tice the same policy. Maybe if we do
not accept our paycheck, maybe we
will get more accomplished quicker,
faster now.
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THE BLANCHFILL FAMILY OF
CHULA VISTA, CA: ANOTHER
GINGRICH HOSTAGE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
METCALF). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Califor-
nia [Mr. FILNER] is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, my col-
leagues, I want to tell you very briefly
the story of yet another Gingrich hos-
tage. Mr. GINGRICH and company are
not only shutting down the Govern-
ment and shutting out Federal employ-
ees, they are causing real hardship for
real American families, like the
Blanchfills of Chula Vista in my dis-
trict in southern California.

Michael Blanchfill served his country
for 20 years as a Navy medic. Several
years ago, as he was about to be de-
ployed for Desert Storm, he was diag-
nosed with Huntington’s chorea, a fatal
disease.

Michael’s wife, Loretta, has been
forced to quit her job as a restaurant
manager to care for her stricken hus-
band. The Blanchfill’s daughters, April
and Rachel, also help care for their fa-
ther, who can barely walk or talk.
April has been inspired by her father’s
illness to study medical technology at
Edutec Professional College, but now
her studies are threatened because of
the lack of funding due to the current
shutdown.

The Veterans’ Administration Hos-
pital in San Diego should provide ther-
apy for Michael, but now no doctor is
available to treat him nor will the VA
supply him with a wheelchair during
this shutdown, nor will the daycare for
Michael be provided. And, of course, no
home care will be available to permit
Loretta to return to work.

So Michael Blanchfill, a Navy vet-
eran who served his country, des-
perately needs his country’s help. As a
medic, he was never taken a prisoner,
but now he is a hostage, a Gingrich
hostage to extremist demands.

Mr. Speaker and Mr. GINGRICH, let us
focus on the real needs of real families
like the Blanchfills. Let us pass the
necessary resolutions now.
f

LET US REOPEN THE
GOVERNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from North Dakota [Mr.
POMEROY] is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, while I
always appreciate the opportunity to
participate in House debate, the format
for this afternoon’s participation
comes not in the context of legislative
activity geared at actually addressing
the crisis that faces this Government
today with the ongoing shutdown, day
20. No, regrettably, the only occasion
for my ability to participate in debate
this afternoon comes in the form of
special orders, open format time for
speeches, because no legislative busi-
ness is presently occurring on the floor
of the House.

How can this possibly be that no leg-
islative business is occurring while the
Government is shut down, and none
other than the Senate majority leader,
BOB DOLE, has led an effort and passed
it unanimously through the Senate to
reopen the Government? Senator DOLE
said some very interesting things as
that effort succeeded in the Senate. I
am going to point to this chart,
‘‘Enough is enough. I do not see any
sense in what we have been doing. I
would hope that we would have quick
action in the House. People have been
gone from their jobs long enough.’’

In this morning’s Washington Post,
his quotes contain further elaboration,
and again this is the Republican leader
in the Senate talking about the shut-
down, ‘‘It is not as through Clinton is
wincing every day because the Govern-
ment is shut down. It is not having any
impact. If we had a point to make, we
made it.’’

He goes on to say, again, Senator
DOLE goes on to say, ‘‘I know it is sort
of macho and all that stuff regarding
the shutdown and the standoff and the
crisis, but there are human beings out
there who are suffering. There are not
many rich people working for the Fed-
eral Government. They have mortgages
to pay, they have vacation plans, they
have all kinds of plans. They have ill-
nesses.’’

Well, Senator DOLE is precisely cor-
rect, and this has raised holy hell with
Federal workers all over the country.

But I do not want to just leave the
impression that this is about the prob-
lems this irresponsible shutdown has
caused Federal employees, because it
has gone much, much further than
that. The House Republican leaders,
who have caused this shutdown, have
told furloughed workers, ‘‘do not
worry, you will be paid.’’ Now, we know
they have a cash flow crisis right now
in the meantime, but they have been
assured they will be paid for the days
they are not working presently.

Now, there are a lot of other people
who are not working today as a result
of the shutdown who will not be paid.
Every employee of a private contractor
who is out of business because of this
shutdown will expect no retroactive
paycheck. We all know stories. I will
tell you about being in Bismarck just a
couple of days ago, Bismarck, ND, and
there in the coffee shop was a person



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H 151January 4, 1996
absolutely in a quiet room, no one
there, no one there, because there were
very few employees in the building.
Now, that person works for a private
contractor. They were there, but oth-
ers have been laid off, as many, many
employees of private contractors have
been laid off all over the country.

There is no provision for addressing
these people. They are simply out of
luck.

Then we get to another very impor-
tant category, veterans’ health care.
Imagine if you were lying in a hospital
bed critically needing medical care,
but also acutely aware that those pro-
viding the care were not being paid.

Now, my office checked with the Di-
rector of the VA center in Fargo, ND,
and he told us that the sick count is
going up; fewer and fewer employees
actually coming in under these cir-
cumstances. He said they are calling in
sick, and he is worrying about filling
his rotations.

Imagine the concern for the veteran,
the hospitalized veterans in our VA
system watching this inactivity in the
House today and wondering what kind
of health care they will get tomorrow,
whether the person providing the medi-
cal services they so desperately re-
quire, doing it without pay, will even
show up tomorrow to give the care that
is critically needed.

Another major area is housing. You
know, many, many housing loans are
supported by an FHA guarantee or a
VA guarantee. These programs process
every single day 2,500 mortgages for
FHA and an additional 1,000 for the VA
system all over the country. You have
got people who have counted on mov-
ing, counted on closing real estate
deals and getting into their new loca-
tions, maybe some of them have even
abandoned or made plans to abandon
the apartments in which they are pres-
ently residing, contemplating timely
loan closure, and guess what, the Fed-
eral Government is shut down because
House Republicans do not agree with
BOB DOLE that we need to reopen this
Government, and they are out of luck.

Another dimension, there are people
struggling with bills, veterans qualify-
ing for these low-interest veterans’
loans they want to refinance. There
has been a favorable turn in interest
rates. They want to refinance. They
are up against the wall in terms of
monthly cash flow, but guess what,
Government shutdown, applications
stacking up, nothing being processed,
no refinancing, stick with that high in-
terest rate.

The passport dimension of this has
raised heck all over the country; unem-
ployment applications; SBA loans. The
list goes on and on and on, and that is
why Senator DOLE told his colleagues
in the Senate, ‘‘Enough is enough.’’

I say to my colleagues in the House,
enough is enough. Let us reopen this
Government.

A BALANCED BUDGET IS MOST
IMPORTANT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Kansas [Mrs. MEYERS] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. MEYERS of Kansas. Mr. Speak-
er, I think the fact that we have closed
Government down is difficult. It is very
important for a number of people, but
I also would like to say that the impor-
tance of getting a balanced budget in
this country is even more important.

The budget that we have produced
puts money back into people’s pockets.
It leaves choices to governments, to
State and local governments and to in-
dividuals. It reduces spending and
ceases the mortgaging of our children’s
future. It ends a number of programs
that have absolutely crippled this
country. It ends entitlement to pro-
grams where funding just continues to
go on and on and on.

I do not know if everybody knows
what an entitlement is. But an entitle-
ment is a program where we define cer-
tain parameters in the law and then if
you fit into those parameters, you are
entitled to money. And we have a num-
ber of these entitlements.

We do not even appropriate specific
amount of money. We just say such
sums as may be necessary, and we have
said to young women that we will give
them $18,000 a year if all they will do is
just have two children out of wedlock,
and then we have promised them they
are entitled to that $18,000 a year.

Some of these entitlements abso-
lutely demand that we change them,
and it is tremendously important that
we do this. The President has simply
not cooperated and not followed
through with what he said he would do.

At this point in time, I yield to my
colleague, the gentleman from Georgia
[Mr. KINGSTON].

Mr. KINGSTON. I thank the gentle-
woman for yielding and wanted to
make some points that we have heard a
lot of speeches about let us reopen the
Government.

I want to say to my friends on that
side of the aisle, I think there is cer-
tainly a good argument for it. We are
talking real people, real paychecks,
real mortgages, and so forth. I think
we need to address that.

I wish they would also have equal fer-
vency to the debt they are passing on
to children. If a baby is born today, he
or she owes $187,000 as his or her part of
the interest on the national debt,
$187,000 above and beyond local, State,
and Federal taxes.

Now, you know, you talk about com-
passion. What about the legacy of debt
which people do not seem to be worried
about passing on to kids? What we are
hearing is, of course, ‘‘I supported a
balanced budget.’’ Well, they do, but
not every one of them voted for it. You
know, here is, we had the ‘‘yes’’ votes
from GEREN, HALL, MONTGOMERY, and
PARKER when we had the Balanced
Budget Act, so from the side over there
we only had four ‘‘yes’’ votes. That is
fine.

A lot of them are saying, ‘‘Well, I
support the coalition budget.’’ I would
say, if you support the coalition budg-
et, then that is very good, too, and that
is progress. But there is still a lot who
do not support the Republican budget
or the coalition budget and are coming
down here saying, ‘‘Of course, I support
a budget.’’ Well, where is it? Hello? The
budget negotiations are going on. Go
ahead and put your budget in any time
now.

We want to get the Government
working again. We want to reopen it.
But you cannot do it when you have
got one side who will not come to the
table. So I think it is very, very impor-
tant to say, OK, you know, let us try to
get beyond the Federal Government,
you know, and the shutdown, and let us
get back to the balancing of the budg-
et.

We have a debt right now that is al-
most $5 trillion. We spend $20 billion
each month in interest on the debt, and
I hope that we see some of the urgency
that we are seeing on, you know, re-
opening the Government, I hope we see
the equal urgency on let us balance the
budget. I think we should have both. I
think we should get the Government
reopened. But I think we should rush
most importantly to balance the budg-
et. I hope our friends would see that.

I know the gentleman from Texas
wanted us to yield some time. I do not
control the time, but if the gentle-
woman would yield, what I would say
is we often yield to you but do not get
yielded back. So if we do, if the gentle-
woman decides to yield to you, I would
appreciate it if you would reciprocate
back and let me have some of your
time so that we can have a dialogue if
that is what the gentlewoman desires.

Mrs. MEYERS of Kansas. Mr. Speak-
er, reclaiming my time, I would just
say for a moment that I think a lot of
people out there are thinking we could
get the Government open again, we
could get the people back to work, it is
just a matter of numbers, why do they
not just split the difference in what
they want to do with Medicare or Med-
icaid?

The point that I am trying to make
is that it is not just a matter of num-
bers. It is a fundamental, a totally fun-
damental difference in the way we view
Government, and essentially it does
not mean that either are wrong. It
means that the Democrats believe in
rather a larger role for the Federal
Government. The Republicans believe
in a more limited role for the Federal
Government, and you cannot get there
with all of the entitlements.
f
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TIME TO PUT AMERICA BACK TO
WORK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas [Mr. BENTSEN] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, if I
could yield for 30 seconds to the gentle-
woman from North Carolina.
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